
Abstract

Annual Report on Development in the Middle East No. 19 (2016 ~ 2017) , with 
the theme of u Post the America Era", analyzes change and adjustment of the 
Middle East pattern after Arab Spring. It focuses on new trends of Major 
Powers5strategic competition in the region and its influence on the Middle East 
development. The report specifically introduces Major Power's Middle East Policy, 
such as the United States, Russia, the European Union, Japan and India.

At present, disorder and chaos are the salient features of the development of 
the international situation. The Middle East, after the Arabia spring, is an epitome 
in the global mess. Former president Obama opened the "post American Era” in 
the Middle East, while Trump accelerated its globalization process. The turbulent 
Middle East is pregnant with a new regional pattern. The seemingly disorderly 
Middle East is showing a new normal state of competition among big powers. The 
role and influence of the United States hegemony is fading, while Russia's strong 
return to the political arena in the Middle East, the EU role marginalization 
highlights, East Asian powers such as India, Japan and china increasing more 
participation in the Middle East afiairs. The local big countries such as Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iran, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates showing his special 
prowess with new faces. The multi-polarization process is accelerating. It is not 
known whether misfortune is good or not.

The Report also reviews the new development and new trend of political, 
economic, and the main hot-issues in the Middle East in 2016. ISIL is facing 
heavy pressure, but the organization will remain a major threat to global and 
regional in a long period. As ISIL encountered the failure in Mosul and Raqqa, 
the Syria war is facing a new periodic turning point. After losing the bufier of 
ISIL , the possibility of direct conflict between the parties involved in the Syria war 
will increase Between Basher Regime, the Syria Opposition, Russia, America, 
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Turkey and Iran. The Trump taking office casts clouds on the implementation of 
Iran's nuclear agreement and America-Iran relations, but Trump bears much bigger 
pressure to fulfill his promise to tear up the JCPOA. To deter and counter Iran has 
become one of the central part in Trump's Middle East policy, and it will threaten 
the stability of the region. The Yemen war continues, with the Saudi Arabia-led 
coalition facing increased military, economic and diplomatic pressure. The 
situation in Libya has become a little better, but the outlook remains bleak.

The report also made a comprehensive review of China's cooperation with 
Middle East Countries in trade, investment and Engineering contracting over the 
past year. A brief analysis is made on the progress of the Middle East disciplinary 
studies. The report also cites the events of the Middle East in 2016 as the 
attachment.
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Abstract: There have been drastic changes of the geopolitics in Middle East 
since the outbreak of "Arab Spring” which swept through the region with unset 
and upheaval. The lack of United States5 leadership has become the most 
prominent feature in the mess, which means that the Middle East has entered the 
<4 post-American era” . The absence of the US brings out a huge power vacuum 
for a time in which great powers increase influence and rival in the Middle East, 
accelerating its pace of multi-polarization. Russia, India, Japan are actively carving 
out their niche "southward” or "westward” . Meanwhile, Regional powers like 
Turkey, Iran and Saudi Arabia are playing their edge in the fierce competition.

Keywords : The Middle East ； Great Power Games ； The Middle East Pattern

II Special Report

Y. 2 The Trends of Trump Administration's Middle East Policy

Wang Lishen, Tang Zhichao / 032

Abstract: Embedded with a quite negative understanding of the Middle 
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East, Donald Trump took over the host of the Whitehouse, as well as the 
uhorrible mess" left by Obama administration. However, Trump largely adopted 
and extended Obama's strategic contraction, even though he has been crudely 
criticizing that. Emphasizing on American First”，Trump's Middle East policy 
apparently embodies ideas of realism, focusing on countering terrorism while 
lacking strong inclination or motivation to u promoting democracy and freedom,, in 
the region. Based on Trump's personality and his cognition to the Middle East, 
this paper analyzes the main tasks and challenges, policy trends, implementation 
prospects and its influence of Trump administration in the Middle East.
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Abstract: The Middle East has always been the hotspot of super-powers5 
concern and contest, and Russia is no exception. Russia faces the Middle East 
with the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. Because of historical and realistic factors, 
Russia has a close relationship with the Middle East. Russia's diplomacy in the 
Middle East includes three stages: passive response, partial participation and strong 
intervention. The Middle East is closely related to Russia's interests, those are also 
the main decisive factors of Russia's diplomacy in the Middle East. Specifically, the 
Middle East has important influence on Russia's state security, political status and 
economic interest. After the Arab Spring, Russia's diplomacy in the Middle East is 
characterized by independence, flexibility, pragmaticism and initiative. On the 
whole, when interests of superpowers become increasingly intertwined in the 
Middle East, Russia, the USA and the European Union will have complicated 
relations including cooperation, competition and confrontation in the foreseeable 
future. Therefore, Russia's implement of strong diplomacy in the Middle East isn't 

a straightforward task.
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Y. 4 EU: the Important Role of Powers Scramble for the

Middle East Yu Guoqing / 077

Abstract: The European Union ( EU) is an indispensable force in the 
Middle East competition after the outbreak of "the Arab Spring" . In recent 

years, the EU has played an very important role in resolving the Syria crisis, 
promoting the peace process in the Middle East and in the eflbrts on resolving Iran 
nuclear issue. The EU's continuing concern about the Middle East has both 

important geopolitical factors and considerations of the realities of politics and 
security in the EU countries. Especially in recent years, many European countries 
have undergone a series of terrorist attacks, the perpetrators or suspects are more or 
less links to the Islamic State ( IS) or affected by extremist thought. European 

Union countries are facing more and more severe problems of refugees and 
immigrants, and that means the EU needs to deal with the relations with the 
Middle East countries seriously. The EU's Middle East policy requires the EU 
countries to deal with both the internal relations, and the social problems faced by 

the EU. It also needs the European Union to coordinate relations with external 
forces such as the United States, Russia and so on.
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Changes and Current Policy Wei Liang / 097

Abstract: To become one of the world's great power has been the ideal of 
Indian diplomacy for many years . In the 21st century, fast-growing India has a 
stronger will to achieve its goal. The Middle East is a close neighbor of India, and 
both of the two have a long history with civilization interaction. Since the second 
world war, the Middle East has been the main stage of India's u non-alignmentn 
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policy. Today interdependence between India and Middle East countries is growing 
stronger in energy, economy, trade, security, military, and many other fields, so 

the Middle East policy has become an important component of India's overall 

strategy.
Keywords: India's Diplomatic Concept ； Indian Middle East Policy ； Indian 

Strategic Interests

Y. 6 Research on Japan's Post-War Middle East Policy and

Its Trends in Abe Era Niu Song, Gao Zijing / 118

Abstract: After the World War II, there are difierent characristics of Japan's 

Middle East policy in different times. Initially, Japan's Middle East policy featured 
w indifferencen which simply follows the US diplomatic strategies. With the outburst 

of two Oil Crisis in the 1970s, Japan for the first time realized that the social 

stability and economic security of the Middle East are vital for Japan's petroleum 

imports. Hence, the economy-oriented diplomatic policy was known as " petro- 

diplomacy" in that era. In 1980s, Nakasone Yasuhiro set the goal of becoming a 

"Political Power" ( seijitaikoku) , which " not only increase Japan's status as an 

economic power, but also a political power” . In this period, Japan's Middle East 

policy featured upolitical diplomacy” . Since the 1990s, Japan transitioned from 
"checkbook diplomacy " ( kogitte^aikou ) to " human resource contribution 

diplomacy" ( hitotekikouken) , and the Persian Gulf demining marked the success of 

Japan's first overseas troop dispatch since the Cold War. In this period, Japan's 
Middle East Policy entered the stage of actual intervention in this region. In 2012, 

Abe came into power. With a series of events such as " Fukushima disaster", 
"Japanese hostagen and US new Middle East policy in Trump era, new changes 

have also taken place in Abe administration's Middle East policy.
Keywords: Japan； Middle East Policy; Petro-diplomacy； Political Diplomacy；

Abe Cabinet
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HI Regional Situation

Y. 7 Turkey5s Political Situation after the July 15 th Failed Coup

Zhang Bo / 148

Abstract: After the Failed coup of July 15 th, 2016, Turkey declared a state 
of emergency and carried out massive repression movement ； The Kurdish militia 
and IS radicals frequently launched terror attacks. The Grand National Assembly of 

Turkey passed the constitutional amendment law in January 21st, 2017. The 

referendum on April 16, 2017 approved the constitutional amendment law. 
Turkey will transform from Parliamentary republic to Presidential republic. But the 
supporters of the amendment only narrowly won the referendum. They did not 

have an overwhelming majority. Only by actively uniting all the forces and 
alleviating the tension among the different parties could Turkey transit smoothly 
from Parliamentary Republic to Presidential Republic.

Keywords: Turkey； Erdogan ； July 15 th Failed Coup ； Presidential 
Republic

Y. 8 An Analysis of the Situation in Libya Chang Hong / 163

Abstract: Since the fall of Qadhafi regime in 2011 , Libya has been 
immersed in turbulence and fragmentation. In order to bridge the gap between the 

rival power centers, some Libyan political factions endorsed a U. N. -brokered 

power-sharing deal _ the Libya Political Agreement in December 2015 , which drew a 
roadmap for Libya's political transition. But it was neither supported widely nor 

implemented effectively. The victory against ISIS could not prevent the security 
situation from deteriorating, the split between two rival camps have widened, 

crime activities have become more rampant, and frequent armed conflicts would 
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erupt into civil war. The latest developments mean that the country is falling apart, 
the political and military balance of power between GNA-Misrata militias alliance 
and HOR-LNA alliance shifted and the intervention of big powers and regional 
countries made the situation more complicated. At present, none of the factions 
can get enough public support, military power and governance capacity to unify 
the country and seize state power. Libya has to face prolonged armed conflict and 
confront sever terrorist threat. It is a big problem for Libya and the international 
community to work out a feasible political framework to bridge the regional 
divide, maintain stability and develop economy in Libya. And it would take a long 
and tortuous way to realize the political reconciliation and national unification.

Keywords: Situation in Libya ； ISIS ； Political Pattern
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War and the Game of Great Powers Ma Xueqing / 195

Abstract: Syrian war has been carried out for six years, with the direct 
military involvement of Russia, the Syrian government forces occupied the 
battlefield initiative, and Liberated a great deal of lost territory, the battlefield 
situation began to favor the direction of government development. At the same 
time, the international community and the relevant parties are also trying to reach a 
political solution through international peace talks, but it is difficult. US President 
Trump took office, increased the involvement of the Middle East afiairs. With the 
gradual formation of the Trump administration's Middle East policy, the relevant 
parties around the Syrian issue launched a new round of the game, The prospect of 
the Syrian war remains uncertain, comprehensive and lasting peace remains elusive.
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Y. 10 The Trend of Relations Between United States and Iran

after Trump Came to Power Lu Jin, / 208

Abstract: Because of anti Obama's compromise policy with Iran and against 
the nuclear agreement signed with Iran, the Trump administration has imposed 
tough policies on Iran to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons and to stem 
Iran's expansion in the Middle East. In the face of the Trump administration's 
offensive languages, increasing sanctions and promoting the formation on the 
alliance of Middle East anti Iran and a series of hostile measures, Iran responded 
with a sense of reason and restraint. Under background of that the relations between 
the United States and Iran are strained and the outlook for Iran's nuclear deal is 
uncertain, Rouhani won the re-election in the presidential election marks the 
continuation of the moderate line of Iran and the reform and opening up. President 
Rouhani will commit himself to the maintenance of the Iranian nuclear 
comprehensive agreement and to avoid confrontation between the United States 
and Iran during his second term.
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Y. 11 The Situation of Terrorism in the Middle East and the

ISIfs Future Ma Wencheng / 228

Abstract: Since 2016, the anti-terrorism situation in the Middle East region 
presents three new characteristics. Firstly, the anti-terrorist coalition trend has 
revealed its importance. Secondly, the sectarian conflicts have artificially intensified 
so that the anti-terrorism situation in the Middle East region is becoming more 
complicated. Thirdly, the Middle East has turn into the hotbed of international 
terrorism. Although " Islamic State'' continues to be hard hit, it still constantly 
strengthen both the uglobal planning, global coordination, global linkagev ability 
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of violence and terrorism and the Pertinence, permeability, and deceptive of the 
extreme thought to make itself a large threat of the global security and difficult to 
be cleared in the short term. The author agrees on the conclusion of many scholars 
and experts to the unproming future of the Middle East anti-terrorism situation and 
tries to interpret his opinion from the sectarian conflict and the diversification on 
the objects of the interpreting classics .
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Abstract: Influenced by the output growth slowdown of developed 
countries, as well as the major developing countries, including China and India, 
the growth of world output also slowed down and the oil prices declined further in
2016. And under the global economic downturn and continued political tension 
within the region, output growth of Middle Eastern countries increased from 
2. 6% in 2015 to 3. 8% in 2016. However, the economic growth difierentiation 
of Middle Eastern countries getting more serious, except for non — GCC oil 
exporters, the GDP growth rate for GCC countries and oil importing Middle 
Eastern countries both declined in 2016. And according to the forecast of IMF, 
the overall GDP growth rate of Middle Eastern Countries will decline to 2. 3% in
2017, and increase to 3. 2% in 2018.
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Abstract: The bilateral trade between China and the West Asian countries 
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has kept on continuous structural changes with the Oil price obviously increased in 
the international market in 2016. China is less depended on the resource of the 
West Asian countries. The distribution of the bilateral trade on the country and 
category are more and more stable with less resources-dependent. But there will be 
not substantial change on the basic rule of trade on endowment advantages of the 
trade partners. It is expected that the trade between China and the West Asian 
countries will develop on the base of the market, with more cooperation and 
innovation, while the factors of security and anti-terror situation should be 
considered.
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the China's OFDI towards West Asia Xu Qiang / 286

Abstract: The increase rate of FDI inflow of West Asia was lower than that 
of the one of global FDI inflow as it had been for several years. The developmental 
environment and economic operation situation determined the increasing statuses of 
the FDI inflows of various West Asian Nations ( WANs) . The resource-rich 
nations in west Asia all undertake the task of reducing the dependence on resource 
industries. The diversity of the increasing status of FDI inflows from China among 
WANs is remarkable. Nevertheless for the active bilateral Sino-WAN cooperation 
conducted by enterprises and governments, the prospect of China's investment in 
WANs is rather optimistic, the Belt and Road Initiative of China, the industry 
diversity strategies of WAN, the mutual promotion of all international economic 
cooperation, are all beneficial elements for the development of China's investment 
in WANs.
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Abroad in 2016 Liu Dong, Ma Xueqing and Wang Jinyan / 303

Abstract: During 2016, the Middle East research communities at home and 
abroad have made a rapid-enhancement and yield plentiful results on politics, 
economics, culture, society and other respects. This year, scholars abroad mainly 
focus on the political issues such as Arab Spring, Islamic State and etc； economic 
issues such as sustainable development of oil producing countries, GCC economic 
developments and etc ； as well as other issues concerning about international 
relationship, ethnics, religion and laws. As for the Middle East research 
community at home, except for periodical region report published by the major 
Middle East research centers, several periodical country reports were published in 
2016. In addition, research on Middle East politics, Middle East Economics, 
Middle East relationship, Middle East culture and society also yield fruitful result in 

2016.
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